Colorectal cancer is a
type of cancer that
occurs in the colon or
rectum. It’s the second-
leading cause of death
from cancer for
Americans, behind lung
cancer. However, when
diagnosed early, 90% of
colorectal cancers are
completely curable.
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Colon Cancer Screening for the Uninsured

Even though most colon
cancer is completely
curable if diagnosed eatly,
it’s still the second-leading

cause of cancer deaths in the United
States. That’s why screening is so I
important. Did you know that getting a
colonoscopy can reduce the average
person’s risk of dying from colon can-
cer by 90%? Ninety percent! Pretty
convincing, right? But what if you’re
uninsured?

Motre than 42 million Americans are
uninsured. If you have to pay for
screening yourself, knowing the price
becomes a lot more important. Here
are the basics:

Fecal occult blood test:  $10 - $25

Sigmoidoscopy: $150 - $300
Barium enema: $250 - $500
Virtual colonoscopy: $500 - $900
Colonoscopy: $800 - $2,000

It's a good idea to check with local
healthcare providers to see what tests
they offer, how much they charge, and
if they offer any payment plans.

Medicaid is a federal healthcare program
administered by individual states. States are
authorized to cover colon cancer screening,
but each gets to decide what kind of
screening it'll cover and under what circum-
stances.

A federal web site (GovBenefits.gov) can
help you find and determine your eligibility
for state-administered programs like
Medicaid.

Sometimes mobile screening centers visit
communities and offer free cancer screening.
Your local health department may do the
same or offer free screening days on-site at
the hospital.

Two good ways to find local health resources
are to search the yellow pages online
(yp.yahoo.com) or check the blue pages in
your phone book. (The blue pages provide
organizational and contact information for
state and local government entities.)

The CDC sponsors a “Screening for
Life” program that reimburses partici-
pating health departments for cancer
screening. If you contact your state or
local health department, you might
want to ask if they participate.

BenetitsCheckUp.org is a web site that
offers an online questionnaire that may
help you identify private or govern-
ment programs to help with prescrip-
tion drug and other healthcare issues.

For more information about
colon cancer prevention, causes,
symptoms, screening, and
treatment, please visit:
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